
MARINE 
PROGRAMME 

Seabirds leading the way to 
global ocean protection



Seabirds are the sentinels of ocean health, yet they are one of 
the most threatened groups of birds. This is a sad indictment of 
our stewardship over the most important habitat on earth.

The BirdLife Marine Programme is a global partnership of marine experts, dedicated 
to improving the conservation status of seabird populations. Our ethos is an 
evidence-based approach, underpinned by science and actively informed and 
adapted through grass-roots conservation action. Indigenous and locally led efforts 
result in meaningful conservation outcomes. We connect experts and experience to 
strengthen capacity to engender long-term change.

�2�X�U���V�F�L�H�Q�F�H���S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H�O�\���L�Q�—�X�H�Q�F�H�V���P�D�U�L�Q�H���S�R�O�L�F�\���D�W���D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�����U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�����D�Q�G���J�O�R�E�D�O��
�O�H�Y�H�O���W�R���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���W�K�D�W���E�H�Q�H�–�W���Q�D�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���W�D�N�H���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G�V���R�I��
ocean-dependent communities. 

�7�R���W�D�F�N�O�H���W�K�H���W�K�U�H�D�W�V���I�D�F�H�G���E�\���V�H�D�E�L�U�G�V���Z�H���I�R�F�X�V���R�Q���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���N�H�\���D�U�H�D�V��OUR PRIORITIES 
FOR A HEALTHY 
OCEAN
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Monitor 
seabird 

populations 
& the threats 

they face

Minimise
seabird bycatch

�L�Q���–�V�K�H�U�L�H�V

 Promote the 
sustainable 

management of 
our oceans

Positively
�L�Q�—�X�H�Q�F�H

national, regional, 
and global

marine policy

Identify
and advocate

for the protection 
of globally 

important marine
biodiversity 

areas



UNDERSTANDING 
THREATS 
TO SEABIRDS

�$�O�P�R�V�W���K�D�O�I���R�I���D�O�O���V�H�D�E�L�U�G���V�S�H�F�L�H�V���D�U�H���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�L�Q�J���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���G�H�F�O�L�Q�H�V�����Z�L�W�K��
�L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���L�Q�Y�D�V�L�Y�H���V�S�H�F�L�H�V�����E�\�F�D�W�F�K���L�Q���–�V�K�H�U�L�H�V���D�Q�G���F�O�L�P�D�W�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H���W�K�H���W�R�S���W�K�U�H�H��
threats in terms of number of species affected and overall impact. 

We are targeting key threats to achieve a sea-change for seabirds. 

SAVING 
GLOBALLY 
THREATENED 
SPECIES 

�$�O�E�D�W�U�R�V�V�H�V�����J�D�G�—�\���S�H�W�U�H�O�V��
and penguins are the three 
most threatened groups of 
seabirds, and it is essential 
to tackle both terrestrial and 
marine threats to secure their 
future survival. 

Introduced invasive species affect 46%  of seabird species.

�%�\�F�D�W�F�K���L�Q���–�V�K�H�U�L�H�V���D�I�I�H�F�W�V 28% of seabird species.

Climate change affects 27% of seabird species.

ALBATROSSES:

PENGUINS:

GADFLY PETRELS:

Numbers show percentage of species affected 
�E�\���H�D�F�K���W�K�U�H�D�W�����E�X�W���G�R���Q�R�W���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�L�O�\���U�H�—�H�F�W��
the respective scope and severity. See Dias et 
al. 2019 for further information. 
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�$�G�X�O�W���V�H�D�E�L�U�G�V�����W�K�H�L�U���F�K�L�F�N�V���D�Q�G���H�J�J�V�����F�D�Q���D�O�O���I�D�O�O���Y�L�F�W�L�P���W�R��
predators introduced by human activity, decimating seabird 
populations. We have demonstrated that removing these 
predators results in rapid recovery of seabird numbers.

�6�H�D�E�L�U�G�V���V�H�H�N�L�Q�J���D�Q���H�D�V�\���P�H�D�O���D�U�H���Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�O�H���W�R���E�H�L�Q�J��
�L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�W�D�O�O�\���F�D�X�J�K�W���D�Q�G���N�L�O�O�H�G���L�Q���P�D�Q�\���W�\�S�H�V���R�I���–�V�K�L�Q�J���J�H�D�U����
We have developed practical and highly effective solutions – 
�Z�K�L�F�K���Q�R�Z���P�X�V�W���E�H���D�G�R�S�W�H�G���D�W���D���P�X�F�K���J�U�H�D�W�H�U���V�F�D�O�H����

Sea surface temperature increases, changing ocean currents, 
�V�H�D���O�H�Y�H�O���U�L�V�H���D�Q�G���H�[�W�U�H�P�H���Z�H�D�W�K�H�U���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���F�D�X�V�H�G���E�\���J�O�R�E�D�O��
�Z�D�U�P�L�Q�J���D�U�H���D�I�I�H�F�W�L�Q�J���Z�K�H�U�H���D�Q�G���Z�K�H�Q���V�H�D�E�L�U�G�V���F�D�Q���–�Q�G���I�R�R�G��
�D�Q�G���V�D�I�H�O�\���U�D�L�V�H���W�K�H�L�U���F�K�L�F�N�V��

REVERSING THESE TOP 
THREE THREATS ALONE 

WOULD BENEFIT TWO 
THIRDS OF ALL SEABIRD 

SPECIES, THAT’S

OVERFISHING IS A TOP THREAT TO SEABIRDS, AND THE 
LEADING CAUSE OF DECLINES OF 24 SPECIES. COMPARATIVELY 
OVERFISHING AFFECTS FEWER SPECIES THAN OTHER THREATS, 
BUT IT HAS A CONSIDERABLY GREATER IMPACT.

OF THE GLOBAL SEABIRD 
POPULATION. 
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THE SEABIRD TRACKING DATABASE 
HAS ALREADY FACILITATED

Working with seabird scientists globally, BirdLife maintains the Seabird 
Tracking Database: the world’s largest collection of seabird tracking data, 

�7�K�H���6�H�D�E�L�U�G���7�U�D�F�N�L�Q�J���'�D�W�D�E�D�V�H���D�O�O�R�Z�V���G�D�W�D���R�Z�Q�H�U�V���W�R���V�W�R�U�H���D�Q�G���V�K�D�U�H���W�K�H�L�U��
data, collaborate in research projects, and contribute to conservation. 
�&�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���P�D�G�H���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���E�\���W�K�H���6�H�D�E�L�U�G���7�U�D�F�N�L�Q�J���'�D�W�D�E�D�V�H���X�Q�G�H�U�S�L�Q���P�X�F�K��
�R�I���R�X�U���P�D�U�L�Q�H���F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�R�U�N�����2�Y�H�U���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���������\�H�D�U�V�����Z�H���K�D�Y�H���X�V�H�G���V�H�D�E�L�U�G��
�W�U�D�F�N�L�Q�J���G�D�W�D���W�R���L�Q�I�R�U�P���F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���D�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�F�\���D�W���O�R�F�D�O�����Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�Q�G��
�J�O�R�E�D�O���V�F�D�O�H�V���o���S�L�Q�S�R�L�Q�W�L�Q�J���W�K�R�V�H���D�U�H�D�V���Z�K�H�U�H���V�H�D�E�L�U�G�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���E�L�R�G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\��
�D�U�H���D�W���J�U�H�D�W�H�V�W���U�L�V�N��

�(�[�S�O�R�U�H���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���R�I���V�H�D�E�L�U�G���G�D�W�D���D�W��seabirdtracking.org

Effective conservation and 
management of our marine 
environment depends on 
knowing where and how 
to target our efforts. More 
is known about seabird 
movements, and how they 
use our oceans, than any 
other marine animal – 
thanks to an unparalleled 
amount of tracking data 
(animal-borne devices 
collecting location data).

PUTTING 
SEABIRDS 
ON THE 
MAP

OVER 200
COLLABORATIONS, INCLUDING RESEARCH 
PAPERS AND REPORTS, AND IS STILL GROWING.

containing over 1,000 datasets 

for over 150 species 

totaling over 20 million  data points 

from more than 250 data owners. 
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PROTECTING 
THE MOST 
IMPORTANT AREAS
FOR SEABIRDS
Identifying critical sites for seabirds across their life cycle 
(including when raising chicks, feeding, migrating) helps 
ensure the holistic conservation action needed, to enable 
us to reverse the declines in seabird numbers. 

THE NORTH 
ATLANTIC 
AND 
EVLANOV 
SEA BASIN 
(NACES) 
MARINE 
PROTECTED 
AREA

Leading a team of experts, 
�%�L�U�G�/�L�I�H���L�G�H�Q�W�L�–�H�G���D���P�D�M�R�U��
seabird hotspot in the 
North Atlantic through 
a collaborative analysis 
of seabird tracking data 
using the Seabird Tracking 
Database. Covering an 
area of ocean the size of 
France, the NACES MPA 
protects one of the most 
important concentrations 
of migratory seabirds in 
the Atlantic Ocean and is 
�W�K�H���–�U�V�W���P�D�U�L�Q�H���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�H�G��
area in the high seas to 
be designated based on 
tracking data. 
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�:�H���Z�R�U�N���Z�L�W�K���R�X�U���%�L�U�G�/�L�I�H���3�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V���W�R���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\���V�H�D�E�L�U�G���D�Q�G���P�D�U�L�Q�H���,�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���%�L�U�G��
�D�Q�G���%�L�R�G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���$�U�H�D�V�����,�%�$�V�����D�Q�G���.�H�\���%�L�R�G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���$�U�H�D�V�����.�%�$�V�������Z�K�L�F�K���D�U�H���J�O�R�E�D�O�O�\��
�L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���V�L�W�H�V���L�G�H�Q�W�L�–�H�G���X�V�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\���D�J�U�H�H�G���F�U�L�W�H�U�L�D���D�Q�G���I�R�U�P���W�K�H���O�D�U�J�H�V�W��
�J�O�R�E�D�O���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N���R�I���V�L�W�H�V���R�I���V�L�J�Q�L�–�F�D�Q�F�H���I�R�U���E�L�R�G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\��

�'�U�D�Z�L�Q�J���R�Q���R�X�U���G�H�F�D�G�H�V���R�I���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�����Z�H���D�U�H���O�H�D�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I���D��
�S�U�D�F�W�L�F�D�O�����V�W�H�S���E�\���V�W�H�S���7�R�R�O�N�L�W�����W�R���K�H�O�S���R�W�K�H�U�V���X�V�H���V�H�D�E�L�U�G���W�U�D�F�N�L�Q�J���G�D�W�D���W�R���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\��
important seabird sites.

�0�D�U�L�Q�H���,�%�$�V���D�Q�G���.�%�$�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���L�G�H�Q�W�L�–�H�G���L�Q���D�O�O���R�F�H�D�Q���E�D�V�L�Q�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���D���Y�L�W�D�O��
�O�D�\�H�U���R�I���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���E�L�R�G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���I�R�U���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���P�D�N�L�Q�J�����6�H�D�E�L�U�G���D�Q�G���P�D�U�L�Q�H���,�%�$�V��
�D�Q�G���.�%�$�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�Q�H�–�W�W�H�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N���R�I���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�V�����L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V����
the NGO sector and businesses, informing conservation and policy at all levels. 

�6�H�D�E�L�U�G���D�Q�G���P�D�U�L�Q�H���,�%�$�V���D�Q�G���.�%�$�V���D�U�H���L�Q�V�W�U�X�P�H�Q�W�D�O���L�Q���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J����
• Marine Spatial Planning processes
• Designating Marine Protected Areas and other effective area-based 
 management tools
• �'�H�V�F�U�L�E�L�Q�J���(�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�O�\���R�U���%�L�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�O�\���6�L�J�Q�L�–�F�D�Q�W���0�D�U�L�Q�H���$�U�H�D�V��
• �'�H�O�L�Q�H�D�W�L�Q�J���D�U�H�D���E�D�V�H�G���F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���L�Q���–�V�K�H�U�L�H�V

BIRDS AND 21 DIFFERENT SEABIRD 
SPECIES DEPEND UPON THE NACES MPA 

INCLUDING GLOBALLY THREATENED 
SPECIES LIKE THE BERMUDA PETREL, 

ZINO’S PETREL, BLACK-LEGGED 
KITTIWAKE, ATLANTIC PUFFIN AND 

DESERTAS PETREL.

UP TO 
5 MILLION
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LONGLINES AND TRAWL FISHERIES:
�7�K�H���W�K�U�H�D�W���I�U�R�P���O�R�Q�J�O�L�Q�H�U�V���D�Q�G���W�U�D�Z�O���–�V�K�H�U�L�H�V���W�R���V�H�D�E�L�U�G�V���L�V���Z�H�O�O��
known, as are the mitigation methods to prevent unnecessary seabird 
bycatch. Recognised best-practice solutions include: 
• Trawl: Offal management and bird-scaring lines  
• Longline:  A combination of bird-scaring lines, night setting and 

line weighting. Innovative alternatives include hook-shielding and 
underwater setting. 

GILLNETS AND PURSE SEINE:
We are leading innovative research to identify and trial solutions 
�W�R���U�H�G�X�F�H���V�H�D�E�L�U�G���E�\�F�D�W�F�K���L�Q���J�L�O�O�Q�H�W���D�Q�G���S�X�U�V�H���V�H�L�Q�H���–�V�K�H�U�L�H�V�����7�K�H�V�H��
�–�V�K�H�U�L�H�V���D�U�H���R�I�W�H�Q���V�P�D�O�O���V�F�D�O�H���D�Q�G���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H���P�L�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���W�R��
�U�H�G�X�F�H���E�\�F�D�W�F�K���D�U�H���S�U�R�Y�L�Q�J���G�L�I�–�F�X�O�W���W�R���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�����E�X�W���R�X�U���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H��
places us ahead of the game to tackle these challenges.

BEST-PRACTICE SOLUTIONS 

�%�\�F�D�W�F�K���L�V���W�K�H���D�F�F�L�G�H�Q�W�D�O���F�D�W�F�K���R�I���V�H�D�E�L�U�G�V���L�Q���–�V�K�L�Q�J���J�H�D�U�����%�L�U�G�V���G�U�R�Z�Q��
�R�Q���E�D�L�W�H�G���O�R�Q�J�O�L�Q�H���K�R�R�N�V�����D�U�H���I�D�W�D�O�O�\���V�W�U�X�F�N���E�\���W�U�D�Z�O���F�D�E�O�H�V�����R�U���E�H�F�R�P�H��
entangled in gillnets and purse seines.

�6�L�P�S�O�H���D�Q�G���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H���W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���V�H�D�E�L�U�G���E�\�F�D�W�F�K���H�[�L�V�W�����2�X�U���Z�R�U�N��
�K�D�V���V�K�R�Z�Q���P�L�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���F�D�Q���U�H�G�X�F�H���V�H�D�E�L�U�G���E�\�F�D�W�F�K���E�\���R�Y�H�U������������
That’s a lot of saved seabirds!

�7�K�H�V�H���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���D�U�H���W�D�L�O�R�U�H�G���W�R���V�S�H�F�L�H�V���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U�����W�\�S�H�V���R�I���–�V�K�L�Q�J���Y�H�V�V�H�O�V��
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���–�V�K�L�Q�J���J�H�D�U���X�V�H�G�����:�H���Z�R�U�N���F�O�R�V�H�O�\���Z�L�W�K���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���W�R���W�U�L�D�O���D�Q�G���W�H�V�W��
measures under commercial conditions – protecting livelihoods alongside 
the seabirds. This is crucial to scale-up implementation of solutions across 
�G�L�Y�H�U�V�H���J�O�R�E�D�O���—�H�H�W�V��

ENDING
SEABIRD 
BYCATCH
�%�\�F�D�W�F�K���L�Q���–�V�K�H�U�L�H�V���L�V���W�K�H���O�H�D�G�L�Q�J���D�W���V�H�D���G�U�L�Y�H�U���R�I���G�H�F�O�L�Q�L�Q�J��
seabird populations, with at least 600,000 birds killed every 
�\�H�D�U�����:�H���D�U�H���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���W�R���P�D�N�H���–�V�K�H�U�L�H�V���V�H�D�E�L�U�G���V�D�I�H����

Trawls – while no published 
bycatch data for trawlers 
exists, it is estimated to 

affect around 50,000-100,000 
seabirds per year.

Longlines – it is estimated 
that at least 160,000 and 

potentially more than 
320,000 seabirds are 

�N�L�O�O�H�G���L�Q���O�R�Q�J�O�L�Q�H���–�V�K�H�U�L�H�V��
every year.

Purse seines – evidence is 
amassing of birds becoming 
entangled in this gear, but 

further research is required to 
�D�V�V�H�V�V���E�\�F�D�W�F�K���U�D�W�H�V���L�Q���—�H�H�W�V��

around the world. 

Gillnets – The most widely 
used gear in small-scale 

�F�R�D�V�W�D�O���–�V�K�H�U�L�H�V���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H��
world, it is estimated that 
400,000 birds are killed in 

gillnets every year. 
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LONGLINES – IT IS ESTIMATED THAT AT 
LEAST 160,000 – POSSIBLY OVER 

320,000
- SEABIRDS ARE KILLED IN LONGLINE FISHERIES EACH YEAR, 
PARTICULARLY ALBATROSSES, PETRELS AND SHEARWATERS.



GRASS ROOTS
ENGAGEMENT

�$�I�W�H�U���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���D���G�H�F�D�G�H���R�I���W�H�V�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���U�H�–�Q�L�Q�J���W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V�����R�X�U���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�\��
�L�V���Q�R�Z���W�R���X�V�H���R�X�U���H�[�S�H�U�W�L�V�H���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���—�H�H�W���Z�L�G�H���D�G�R�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V��
and secure long-term sustainable reductions in seabird bycatch. 

MARINE CHAMPIONS 
The Albatross Task Force (ATF) has created an international team of 
seabird bycatch mitigation experts, who work in some of the world’s 
great marine ecosystems for seabirds; the Humboldt and Benguela 
Currents and the Patagonian Shelf. 
 

reduction in seabird 
bycatch in the 

Namibian longline 
�–�V�K�H�U�\��

98% 

 OF OUR ATF TARGET 
FISHERIES HAVE ADOPTED 

SEABIRD REGULATIONS 

9 OUT OF 10



MARINE TASK FORCE 
�2�X�U���0�D�U�L�Q�H���7�D�V�N���)�R�U�F�H�����0�7�)�����F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H�V���W�K�H��
efforts of BirdLife Partners across the Europe and 
�&�H�Q�W�U�D�O���$�V�L�D���U�H�J�L�R�Q�V���W�R���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���W�K�H���N�H�\���W�K�U�H�D�W�V���W�R��
seabirds.

�$���V�W�U�R�Q�J���I�R�F�X�V���L�V���W�K�H���L�G�H�Q�W�L�–�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�L�R�Q��
of Marine Protected Areas for seabirds in the region 
and the strengthening of EU legislation relevant 
�W�R���P�D�U�L�Q�H���P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�����V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���–�V�K�H�U�L�H�V���D�Q�G��
�W�D�F�N�O�L�Q�J���V�H�D�E�L�U�G���E�\�F�D�W�F�K��
 

WEST AFRICA 
�7�K�U�R�X�J�K���R�X�U���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N���R�I���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V���L�Q���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q�����Z�H��
are sharing our extensive experience in implementing 
�V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���–�V�K�H�U�L�H�V���E�\�F�D�W�F�K���D�Q�G��
effective habitat management, building local and 
national capacity as a result. Through our programme 
�L�Q���:�H�V�W���$�I�U�L�F�D�����Z�H���K�D�Y�H���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V���R�I���W�K�H��
conservation status of seabirds and their habitats in the 
�U�H�J�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���Z�H���D�U�H���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q�L�Q�J���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�F�\��
for marine conservation across mulitple countries. 
 



TACKLING 
BYCATCH ON
THE HIGH SEAS
�7�D�F�N�O�L�Q�J���W�K�H���W�K�U�H�D�W�V���W�R���V�H�D�E�L�U�G�V���L�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Z�D�W�H�U�V�����E�H�\�R�Q�G���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���R�I���D�Q�\���R�Q�H��
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V���F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H�G���H�I�I�R�U�W�����$�V���D���J�O�R�E�D�O���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S�����Z�L�W�K���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���X�Q�S�D�U�D�O�O�H�O�H�G��
�G�D�W�D�����%�L�U�G�/�L�I�H���L�V���X�Q�L�T�X�H�O�\���S�O�D�F�H�G���W�R���Z�R�U�N���Z�L�W�K���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���P�D�N�H�U�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U��
NGOs to drive positive change for seabirds and the marine environment of the high seas.

REGIONAL FISHERIES MANAGEMENT 
ORGANISATIONS (RFMOS): 
�)�L�Y�H���5�)�0�2�V���R�Y�H�U�V�H�H���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�r�V���K�L�J�K���V�H�D�V���W�X�Q�D���–�V�K�H�U�L�H�V�����7�K�H���D�U�H�D�V���W�K�H�V�H���L�Q�—�X�H�Q�W�L�D�O��
�E�R�G�L�H�V���F�R�Y�H�U���R�Y�H�U�O�D�S���Z�L�W�K�����������R�I���J�O�R�E�D�O���D�O�E�D�W�U�R�V�V���G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�����P�D�N�L�Q�J���5�)�0�2�V��
�F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���W�R���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H�V�H���L�F�R�Q�L�F���R�F�H�D�Q���Z�D�Q�G�H�U�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���W�K�U�H�D�W���R�I���E�\�F�D�W�F�K��

Our efforts to-date have supported the adoption of mitigation measures across all 
�–�Y�H���5�)�0�2�V�����W�R���V�D�Y�H���V�H�D�E�L�U�G�V���D�W���D���J�O�R�E�D�O���V�F�D�O�H����

�:�H���D�U�H���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���5�)�0�2�V���W�R���U�H�S�O�L�F�D�W�H���W�K�H���V�X�F�F�H�V�V���R�I���W�K�H���$�7�)���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S����
�L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�����D�Q�G���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U���F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���W�K�D�W���K�H�O�S���N�H�H�S���V�H�D�E�L�U�G�V���R�I�I���W�K�H���K�R�R�N����

SEABIRD-FRIENDLY 
SEAFOOD

WORKING WITH RETAILERS 
As public demand for sustainably sourced products and reduced 
�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���L�P�S�D�F�W���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�V�����U�H�W�D�L�O�H�U�V���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���O�R�R�N���I�R�U���Z�D�\�V���W�R��
�P�H�H�W���H�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����7�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�K�H�V�H���H�I�I�R�U�W�V�����Z�H���Z�R�U�N���F�O�R�V�H�O�\���Z�L�W�K���R�W�K�H�U��
�1�*�2�V�����U�H�W�D�L�O�H�U�V���D�Q�G���V�H�D�I�R�R�G���V�X�S�S�O�L�H�U�V���W�R���G�U�L�Y�H���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V���L�Q���–�V�K�H�U�L�H�V��
management through the supply chain.

�2�X�U���Z�R�U�N���K�D�V���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G���K�L�J�K���S�U�R�–�O�H���U�H�W�D�L�O�H�U�V���W�R���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H���E�D�Q�V��
�R�Q���V�R�X�U�F�L�Q�J���D�Q�\���–�V�K���F�D�X�J�K�W���L�Q���J�L�O�O�Q�H�W�V���W�R���U�H�G�X�F�H���E�\�F�D�W�F�K���U�L�V�N���W�R���V�H�D�E�L�U�G�V����

�-�D�S�D�Q���L�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�r�V���O�D�U�J�H�V�W���V�H�D�I�R�R�G���F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�V���D�Q�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�U�V�����D�Q�G��
�S�O�D�\�V���D���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���U�R�O�H���L�Q���W�K�H���J�O�R�E�D�O���V�H�D�I�R�R�G���P�D�U�N�H�W�����:�H���D�U�H���H�Q�J�D�J�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K��
�W�K�H���V�X�S�S�O�\���F�K�D�L�Q���L�Q���-�D�S�D�Q���W�R���U�D�L�V�H���D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V���R�I���W�K�H���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���L�P�S�D�F�W��
�R�I���–�V�K�H�U�L�H�V���D�Q�G���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���E�\�F�D�W�F�K���L�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���V�R�X�U�F�L�Q�J���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���R�I��
�U�H�W�D�L�O�H�U�V���D�Q�G���V�H�D�I�R�R�G���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V���D�O�L�N�H����

�$�F�K�L�H�Y�L�Q�J���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���–�V�K�H�U�L�H�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H��
effort from all parts of the seafood supply chain. 
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INFLUENCING GLOBAL 
MARINE POLICY
�7�K�H���R�F�H�D�Q���L�V���L�Q���S�R�R�U���K�H�D�O�W�K���Z�L�W�K���P�D�Q�\���H�F�R�V�\�V�W�H�P�V���U�D�S�L�G�O�\���E�H�F�R�P�L�Q�J���G�H�J�U�D�G�H�G���E�H�\�R�Q�G���U�H�S�D�L�U�����7�K�H��
�8�Q�L�W�H�G���1�D�W�L�R�Q�V���S�U�R�F�O�D�L�P�H�G���D���'�H�F�D�G�H���R�I���2�F�H�D�Q���6�F�L�H�Q�F�H���I�R�U���6�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W��������������������������
�W�R���W�U�L�J�J�H�U���D���V�W�H�S���F�K�D�Q�J�H���L�Q���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\�r�V���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���R�F�H�D�Q�����W�K�U�R�X�J�K���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�–�F��
�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���D�Q�G���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S�V���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���D���Z�H�O�O���I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�L�Q�J�����U�H�V�L�O�L�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���R�F�H�D�Q����

�:�H���Z�R�U�N���D�F�U�R�V�V���V�F�D�O�H�V�����I�U�R�P���L�Q�—�X�H�Q�F�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���E�H�Q�H�–�W���V�H�D�E�L�U�G�V�����W�R��
supporting advocacy efforts for national site protection and marine spatial planning for action at 
individual sites.

�$�W���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���O�H�Y�H�O�����Z�H���Z�R�U�N���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���V�H�D�E�L�U�G�V���D�Q�G���,�%�$�V���D�U�H���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���D�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q��
�P�D�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���W�D�U�J�H�W�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���L�Q���D�O�O���0�X�O�W�L�O�D�W�H�U�D�O���(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���$�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W�V�����V�X�F�K���D�V���W�K�H���&�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q��
on Biological Diversity (CBD), and Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild 
Animals (CMS). 

�$�W���D���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���O�H�Y�H�O�����Z�H���Z�R�U�N���Z�L�W�K���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���5�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���6�H�D�V���3�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���2�6�3�$�5��
Convention (North East Atlantic), Nairobi Convention (West Indian Ocean), and the Abidjan 
Convention (South East Atlantic). 

In the European Union, the IBA inventory has helped inform the designation of Special Protection 
�$�U�H�D�V�����6�3�$�V�������Z�K�L�F�K�����W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���Z�L�W�K���6�S�H�F�L�D�O���$�U�H�D�V���R�I���&�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�����6�$�&�V�������I�R�U�P���W�K�H���1�D�W�X�U�D������������
�Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N���R�I���V�L�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���O�H�J�D�O���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���(�X�U�R�S�H�r�V���P�R�V�W���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���K�D�E�L�W�D�W�V���D�Q�G���V�S�H�F�L�H�V��
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AGREEMENT ON THE CONSERVATION OF 
ALBATROSSES AND PETRELS (ACAP): 
BirdLife plays an active role at ACAP, a multilateral agreement to conserve albatrosses and petrels 
through international action and collaborative management. We provide important data on the 
�F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���V�W�D�W�X�V���R�I���D�O�E�D�W�U�R�V�V�H�V���D�Q�G���S�H�W�U�H�O�V�����D�Q�G���Q�H�Z���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���R�Q���E�\�F�D�W�F�K���U�H�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H�V��
�I�U�R�P���I�U�R�P���R�X�U���H�[�S�H�U�L�P�H�Q�W�D�O���W�U�L�D�O�V���L�Q���–�V�K�H�U�L�H�V��

�2�X�U���Z�R�U�N���Z�L�W�K���$�&�$�3���K�D�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G���W�K�H���X�S�W�D�N�H���R�I���E�H�V�W���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���V�H�D�E�L�U�G���E�\�F�D�W�F�K���P�L�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V��
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���–�V�K�L�Q�J���—�H�H�W�V�����D�Q�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���P�X�O�W�L�O�L�Q�J�X�D�O���0�L�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���)�D�F�W���6�K�H�H�W�V���I�R�U���–�V�K�H�U�V���W�R���X�V�H��



The BirdLife International Marine Programme is 
tackling some of the biggest threats to seabirds, 
but we can’t do it alone.

�*�H�W���L�Q���W�R�X�F�K���W�R���–�Q�G���R�X�W���K�R�Z���\�R�X���F�D�Q���K�H�O�S��
For enquiries about our marine work: 
BirdLife International Marine Programme
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB)
The Lodge
Sandy
Bedfordshire SG19 2DL
UK

+44 01767 680551
@BirdLifeMarine
@BirdLife.International

WWW.BIRDLIFE.ORG/MARINE
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