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Seabirds are the sentinels of ocean health, yet they are one of
the most threatened groups of birds. This is a sad indictment of
our stewardship over the most important habitat on earth.

The BirdLife Marine Programme is a global partnership of marine experts, dedicated
to improving the conservation status of seabird populations. Our ethos is an
evidence-based approach, underpinned by science and actively informed and
adapted through grass-roots conservation action. Indigenous and locally led efforts
result in meaningful conservation outcomes. We connect experts and experience to
strengthen capacity to engender long-term change.

2XU VFLHQFH SRVLWLYHO\ LQ—XHQFHYV PDULQH SROLF\ DW D QDWLRC
OHYHO WR IDFLOLWDWH FKDQJHV WKDW EHQH-W QDWXUH DQG WDNH
ocean-dependent communities.
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UNDERSTANDING
THREATS
TO SEABIRDS

We are targeting key threats to achieve a sea-change for seabirds

$OPRVW KDOI RI bOO VHDELUG VSHFLHVY DUH H[SHULHQFLQ
LQWURGXFHG LQYDVLYH VSHFLHV E\FDWFK LQ —-VKHULHV O
threats in terms of number of species affected and overall impact.
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Introduced invasive species affect46% of seabird species.

$GXOW VHDELUGVY WKHLU FKLFNV DQG HJJV FDC(
predators introduced by human activity, decimating seabird -
populations. We have demonstrated that removing these

predators results in rapid recovery of seabird numbers.
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%\FDWFK LQ -V KX8%loHs¢amirtl$pecissv '
BHDELUGV VHHNLQJ DQ HDV\ PHDO DUH YXOQfREMERﬁlNGVH*EﬁiELw\
LOFLGHQWDOO\ FDXJKW DQG NLOOHG LQ PDQIHREEHVREALS AL JES

We have developed practical and highly effective solutions — WOULD BENEFIT TWO

ZKLFK QRZ PXVW EH DGRSWHG DW D PXFK JUHBRAPPNLB-PFABIRD
SPECIES, THAT'S

Climate change affects27% of seabird species. 4 ; %

Sea surface temperature increases, changing ocean currents,

VHD OHYHO ULVH DQG H[WUHPH ZHDWKHU H¥iJHMRCEBBALPEABIRPo
ZDUPLQJ DUH DIIHFWLQJ ZKHUH DQG ZKHQ VHDELUGVOPHEATIGY. |
DQG VDIHO\ UDLVH WKHLU FKLENV

OVERFISHING IS A TOP THREAT TO SEABIRDS, AND THE
LEADING CAUSE OBECLINES OF 24 SPECIEOMPARATIVELY
OVERFISHING AFFECTS FEWER SPECIES THAN OTHER THREATS,
BUT IT HAS A CONSIDERABLY GREATER IMPACT.
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$OEDWURVVHYV JDG-—
and penguins are the three

most threatened groups of
seabirds, and it is essential

to tackle both terrestrial and
marine threats to secure their
future survival.

ALBATROSSES:
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GADFLY PETRELS:
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Numbers show percentage of species affected
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the respective scope and severity. See Dias et

al. 2019 for further information.



Effective conservation and
management of our marine
environment depends on
knowing where and how

to target our efforts. More
IS known about seabird
movements, and how they
use our oceans, than any
other marine animal —
thanks to an unparalleled
amount of tracking data
(animal-borne devices
collecting location data).

Working with seabird scientists globally, BirdLife maintains the Seabird
Tracking Database: the world’s largest collection of seabird tracking data,

containing over 1,000datasets
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for over 150species

totaling over 20 million data points

from more than 250 data owners.

7KH 6HDELUG 7UDFNLQJ 'DWDEDVH DOORZV GDWD R *-im V K
data, collaborate in research projects, and contribute to conservation. : b
&ROODERUDWLRQV PDGH SRVVLEOH E\ WKH 6HDELUG \\
RI RXU PDULQH FRQVHUYDWLRQ ZRUN 2YHU WKH ODV ‘
WUDFNLQJ GDWD WR LQIRUP FRQVHUYDWLRQ DFWLRQ DQ G-
JOREDO VFDOHV 0o SLQSRLQWLQJ WKRVH DUHDV ZKHUH VHD

DUH DW JUHDWHVW ULVN
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THE SEABIRD TRACKING DATABASE
HAS ALREADY FACILITATED

OVER 200

COLLABORATIONS, INCLUDING RESEARCH
PAPERS AND REPORTS, AND IS STILL GROWING.


http://seabirdtracking.org
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Identifying critical sites for seabirds across their life cycle AREA
(including when raising chicks, feeding, migrating) helps

ensure the holistic conservation action needed, to enable L) & 0 6 s,

us to reverse the declines in seabird numbers. ) | %LUG/LIH LGHQWL—H{(
e . seabird hotspot in the
‘H ZRUN ZLWK RXU %LUG/LIH 3DUWQHUV WR LGHQWLI\ VHDgl AULQH ,PSRUWDQW %LUG . North Atlantic through

ZKLFK DUH JOREDOO\ ~ a collaborative analysis

HULD BDQG IRUP WKH ODUJHVW of seabird tracking data
using the Seabird Tracking

Database. Covering an

5 PHQW RI D area of ocean the size of
‘ DFNLQJ GDWD WR France, the NACES MPA
protects one of the most

important concentrations

ODULQH ,%$V DQG .%$V KDYH EHHQ LGHQWL-HG LQ DOO RFH‘B& QV SURYLGLQJ D YLWD®R of migratory seabirds in
OD\HU Rl LQIRUPDWLRQ RQ ELRGLYHUVLW\ IRU GHFLVLRQ PDNLQJ 6HDELUG DQG PDULQH , Ll ‘ the Atlantic Ocean and is
DQG .%$V KDYH EHQH-WWHG WKH ZRUN Rl JRYHUQPHQWY LQWHUQDWLRQDO FRQYHQWLRQYV N : . WKH -UVW PDULQH S
the NGO sector and businesses, informing conservation and policy at all levels. ' ' area in the high seas to
) be designated based on
6HDELUG DQG PDULQH ,%$V DQG .%$V DUH LQVWUXPHQW D LQJ Uoomd o RN tracking data.
Marine Spatial Planning processes ) - ) : %
Designating Marine Protected Areas and other effective area-based
management tools |-
'HVFULELQJ (FRORJLFDOO\ RU %LRORJLFDOO\ 6LJQL—
'HOLQHDWLQJ DUHD EDVHG FRQVHUYDWLRQ PHDVXUH}

DQG %LRGLYHUVLW\ $UHDV ,%$V DQG .H\ %LRGLYHUVLY
LPSRUWDQW VLWHY LGHQWL-HG XVLQJ LQWHUQDWLRQD
JOREDO QHWZRUN RI VLWHV RI VLIQL-FDQFH IRU ELRG

|
'UDZLQJ RQ RXU GHFDGHV RI H[SHULHQFH ZH DUH OHDJ
SUDFWLFDO VWHS E\ VWHS 7RRONLW WR KHOS RWKHU¥
important seabird sites.
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ENDING

U 'H DUH ZRUNLQJ WR PDNH

%\FDWFK LV WKH DFFLGHQWDO FDWFK RI VHDELU/(?-' ":,
RQ EDLWHG ORQJOLQH KRRNV DUH IDWDOO\ VW' U E\ W
entangled in gillnets and purse seines. '

6LPSOH DQG HIIHFWLYH WHFKQLFDO VROXWLRQV WR VHDE
KDV VKRZQ PLWLJDWLRQ PHDVXUHV FDQ UHGXFH VHDELUG

That's a lot of saved seabirds!

7KHVH PHDVXUHVY DUH WDLORUHG WR VSHFLHY EHKDYLRX
DQG WKH -VKLQJ JHDU XVHG :H ZRUN FORVHO\ ZLWK LQGX
measures under commercial conditions — protecting livelihoods alongside
the seabirds. This is crucial to scale-up implementation of solutions across
GLYHUVH JOREDO —HHWYV
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Trawls — while no published
bycatch data for trawlers
exists, it is estimated to
affect around
seabirds per year.

BEST-PRACTICEOLUTIONS

LONGLINES AND TRAWL FISHERIES:

7KH WKUHDW IURP ORQJOLQHUYVY DQG WUDZO —-VKHULH
known, as are the mitigation methods to prevent unnecessary seabird
bycatch. Recognised best-practice solutions include:
e Trawl: Offal management and bird-scaring lines
e Longline: A combination of bird-scaring lines, night setting and
line weighting. Innovative alternatives include hook-shielding and
underwater setting.

GILLNETS AND PURSE SEINE:

We are leading innovative research to identify and trial solutions

WR UHGXFH VHDELUG E\FDWFK LQ JLOOQHW DQG SXUVI
-VKHULHVY DUH RIWHQ VPDOO VFDOH DQG HIIHFWLYH P/
UHGXFH E\FDWFK DUH SURYLQJ GLI-FXOW WR GHYHOR?
places us ahead of the game to tackle these challenges.

LONGLINES - IT IS ESTIMATED THAT AT
LEAST 160,000 — POSSIBLY OVER

320,000

- SEABIRDS ARE KILLED IN LONGLINE FISHERIES EACH YEAR,
PARTICULARLY ALBATROSSES, PETRELS AND SHEARWATERS.
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Longlines — it is estimated Purse seines — evidence is Gillnets — The most widely
that at least and amassing of birds becoming used gear in small-scale
potentially more than entangled in this gear, but FRDVWDO —-VKHULHV
seabirds are further research is required to world, it is estimated that

NLOOHG LQ ORQJOLQH —-WDR/WHIVHNVE\FDWFK UDWHV Lo - Hbitdy &re killed in
every year. around the world. gillnets every year.



GRASS ROOTS
“ENGAGEMENT

MARINE CHAMPIONS

The Albatross Task Force (ATF) has created an international team of
seabird bycatch mitigation experts, who work in some of the world’s
great marine ecosystems for seabirds; the Humboldt and Benguela
Currents and the Patagonian Shelf.

$IWHU PRUH WKDQ D GHFDGH RI WHVWLQJ DQG UH-QLQJ WHFKQLFDO VROXWLRQ
LV QRZ WR XVH RXU H[SHUWLVH WR HQVXUH —HHW ZLGH DGRSWLRQ RI HIIHFWL

and secure long-term sustainable reductions in seabird bycatch.
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9 OUT OF 10

OF OUR ATF TARGET
FISHERIES HAVE ADOPTED
SEABIRD REGULATIONS



2XU ODULQH 7DVN )RUFH 07) FRRUGLQDWHV WKH

efforts of BirdLife Partners across the Europe and

&HQWUDO $VLD UHJLRQV WR DGGUHVV WKH NH\ WKUHDWV WR
seabirds.

$ VWURQJ IRFXV LV WKH LGHQWL-FDWLRQ DQG GHVLJQDWLRQ
of Marine Protected Areas for seabirds in the region

and the strengthening of EU legislation relevant

WR PDULQH PDQDJHPHQW VXVWDLQDEOH -VKHULHV DQG
WDFNOLQJ VHDELUG E\FDWFK

7TKURXJK RXU QHWZRUN RI SDUWQHU
are sharing our extensive experience in implementing
VXVWDLQDEOH VROXWLRQV WR —-VKH
effective habitat management, building local and

national capacity as a result. Through our programme

LQ :HVW $IULFD ZH KDYH LQFUHDVH
conservation status of seabirds and their habitats in the
UHJLRQ DQG ZH DUH VWUHQJWKHQL
for marine conservation across mulitple countries.



TACKLING
BYCATCH ON

7DFNOLQJ WKH WKUHDWYV WR VHDELUGV LQ LQWHUQDWLRQ‘%,1
FRXQWU\ UHTXLUHVY FRRUGLQDWHG HIIRUW $V D JOREDO ' SO ; ;
GDWD %LUG/LIH LV XQLTXHO\ SODFHG WR ZRUN ZLWK LQW ] ; ‘3;% HU
NGOs to drive positive change for seabirds and the marine environment of the high seas. ' .

|

(RFMOS):

JLYH 5)02V RYHUVHH WKH ZRUOGrV KLJK VHDV WXQD -VKH
ERGLHV FRYHU RYHUODS ZLWK RI JOREDO DOEDWURVV (¢
FULWLFDO WR SURWHFWLQJ WKHVH LFRQLF RFHDQ ZDQGHLU
Our efforts to-date have supported the adoption of mitigation measures across all

-YH 5)02v WR VDYH VHDELUGY DW D JOREDO VFDOH

:H DUH ZRUNLQJ ZLWK 5)02V WR UHSOLFDWH WKH VXFFHVYV,
LPSOHPHQW DQG PRQLWRU FRQVHUYDWLRQ PHDVXUHV WK %

SEABIRD-FRIENDLY

$FKLHYLQJ VXVWDLQDEOH -VKHULHV UHTXLU
effort from all parts of the seafood supply chain.

As public demand for sustainably sourced products and reduced

HQYLURQPHQWDO LPSDFW LQFUHDVHYVY UHWDLOHUV FRQ
PHHW H[SHFWDWLRQV 7R VXSSRUW WKHVH HIIRUWV ZH
1*2V UHWDLOHUV DQG VHDIRRG VXSSOLHUV WR GULYH L
management through the supply chain.

2XU ZRUN KDV DOUHDG\ HQFRXUDJHG KLJK SUR-OH UHW|
RQ VRXUFLQJ DQ\ -VK FDXJKW LQ JLOOQHWY WR UHGXFH

-DSDQ LV RQH RI WKH ZRUOGrV ODUJHVW VHDIRRG FRQV
SOD\V D FULWLFDO UROH LQ WKH JOREDO VHDIRRG PDUN
WKH VXSSO\ FKDLQ LQ -DSDQ WR UDLVH DZDUHQHVV RI V
RI -VKHULHY DQG WR HQVXUH E\FDWFK LV LQFOXGHG LQ
UHWDLOHUVY DQG VHDIRRG FRPSDQLHYV DOLNH




INFLUENCING GLOBAL
MARINE POLICY

7KH RFHDQ LV LQ SRRU KHDOWK ZLWK PDQ\ HFRV\VWHPV UDSLGO\ EHFRPLQJ GHJUDGHG EH\RQG UHSDLU 7KH
8QLWHG 1DWLRQV SURFODLPHG D '"HFDGH RI 2FHDQ 6FLHQFH IRU 6XVWDLQDEOH '"HYHORSPHQW

WR WULJJHU D VWHS FKDQJH LQ KXPDQLW\rV UHODWLRQVKLS ZLWK WKH RFHDQ WKURXJK JHQHUDWLQJ VFLHQWL-F
NQRZOHGJH DQG SDUWQHUVKLSV WR VXSSRUW D ZHOO IXQFWLRQLQJ UHVLOLHQW DQG VXVWDLQDEOH RFHDQ

‘H ZRUN DFURVYVY VFDOHV IURP LQ—XHQFLQJ LQWHUQDWLRQDO FRQVHUYDWLRQ SROLFLHVY WKDW EHQH-W VHDELUGV WR
supporting advocacy efforts for national site protection and marine spatial planning for action at
individual sites.

$W WKH LQWHUQDWLRQDO OHYHO ZH ZRUN WR HQVXUH VHDELUGV DQG ,%%$V DUH FRQVLGHUHG DV SDUW RI GHFLVLRQ
PDNLQJ DQG WDUJHWV LQFOXGLQJ LQ DOO 0XOWLODWHUDO (QYLURQPHQWDO $JUHHPHQWY VXFK DV WKH &RQYHQWLRQ
on Biological Diversity (CBD), and Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild

Animals (CMS).

$W D UHJLRQDO OHYHO ZH ZRUN ZLWK YDULRXV 5HJLRQDO 6HDV 3URJUDPPHYV LQFOXGLQJ WKH 263%5
Convention (North East Atlantic), Nairobi Convention (West Indian Ocean), and the Abidjan
Convention (South East Atlantic).

In the European Union, the IBA inventory has helped inform the designation of Special Protection
$UHDV 633%V ZKLFK WRJHWKHU ZLWK 6SHFLDO $UHDV RI &RQVHUYDWLRQ 6%&V IRUP WKH 1DWXUD
QHWZRUN RI VLWHV WKDW SURYLGH OHJDO SURWHFWLRQ WR (XURSHrV PRVW LPSRUWDQW KDELWDWY DQG VSHFLHV

AGREEMENT ON THE CONSERVATIOW
ALBATROSSES AND PETRELS (ACAP):

BirdLife plays an active role at ACAP, a multilateral agreement to conserve albatrosses and petrels

through international action and collaborative management. We provide important data on the

FRQVHUYDWLRQ VWDWXV RI DOEDWURVVHY DQG SHWUHOV DQG QHZ UHVHDUFK RQ E\FDWFK UHGXFWLRQ WHFKQLTXHV
I[URP IURP RXU H[SHULPHQWDO WULDOV LQ -VKHULHYV

2XU ZRUN ZLWK $&%$3 KDV VXSSRUWHG WKH XSWDNH RI EHVW SUDFWLFH VHDELUG E\FDWFK PLWLJDWLRQ PHDVXUHYV
WKURXJKRXW -VKLQJ —HHWV DQG SURGXFHG PXOWLOLQJXDO OLWLJDWLRQ )DFW 6KHHWV IRU -VKHUV WR XVH
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INTERNATIONAL

The BirdLife International Marine Programme is
tackling some of the biggest threats to seabirds,
but we can’t do it alone.

*HW LQ WRXFK WR -QG RXW KRZ \RX
For enquiries about our marine work:

BirdLife International Marine Programme

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB)

The Lodge

Sandy

Bedfordshire SG19 2DL

UK

+44 01767 680551
® @BirdLifeMarine
@BirdLife.International

WWW.BIRDLIFE.ORG/MARINE
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